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Today we are gathered in memory of Lawrence King, a 15-year-old young man who was allegedly brutally 
murdered by a classmate because he was open about his sexual orientation. The Center Project (TCP) would 
like to extend our condolences to Lawrence KingÕs family and friends. We are deeply saddened, and 
outraged by his death. We hope that his memory will live on and that his death will not be in vain, but rather 
a catalyst for much needed change.   
 
LawrenceÕs death was a tragic and senseless act that is rooted in hate Ñ  an issue that our country must face 
and change if LGBTQ people are ever truly going to be safe and free. We can no longer be silent while our 
government, schools, and communities promote hate and disregard people based upon sexual orientation or 
gender identity &  expression.   
 
Countless teens are being bullied in schools because school boards and administrators continue to foster an 
environment of bigotry. Politicians create and support laws that are not inclusive of sexual orientation or 
gender identity &  expression. Right-wing Conservative political and religious groups and churches speak out 
against the LGBTQ community creating an atmosphere of hate and ridicule. Youth are getting the message 
that there is something wrong with identifying as LGBTQ and that it is acceptable to bully, hurt, or even kill 
others who identify in this manner. The suicide rate for LGBTQ teens is an estimated 30%. This is a 
staggering number. Our youth should not be getting the message that they are expendable. We must get 
involved and protest this bigotry by fostering a climate of inclusion and acceptance. We must educate our 
communities that the freedom of gender identity & expression and sexual identity is a right of every 
individual and that the act of expressing that freedom should not equal a life of persecution, or even worse, a 
death sentence. 
 
It is The Center ProjectÕs goal to provide a safe space where LGBTQ youth can gather, attend educational 
programming, access resources and get information. We also believe very strongly in the importance of 
providing resources and education to the community at large in hopes that people will become more tolerant 
of sexual identity and gender identity & expression.  Our mission is to encourage respect, safety, inclusion, 
and compassion among people of all sexual orientations and/or identities. The Center Project exists to foster 
greater understanding, visibility, support, and appreciation of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
questioning, and ally community (LGBTQQA) in mid-Missouri. The Center Project promotes unity by 
providing educational outreach, community activities, a resource center, and a variety of support services. 
 
TCP encourages everyone to get involved in making our community more inclusive and tolerant.  Let us 
honor LawrenceÕs memory by creating change that can prevent this from happening again.  We must take 
action and make our voices heard so that our youth do not feel that it is necessary to threaten, hurt, bully, or 
kill another person Ñ  or themselves Ñ  because of their sexual orientation. These acts of violence and hatred 
simply will not be tolerated any longer. We invite you to take a stand with us to erase the hate. Join us in the 
fight for equality! 


