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“Creating a community space for gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans, queer, questioning and ally residents of mid-Missouri.”

A PROCLAMATION AGAINST HATE
In memory of Lawrence King
March 7, 2008

Today we aregatheredin memory of Lawrence King, a 15-yearold young manwho wasallegedy brutally
murderedby aclassmate because he wasopenahout his sexual oriertation. The Certer Prgect (TCP)would
like to exterd our condolencesto Lawrence KingOdamily and friends. We are deeply saddered, ard
outraged by his death. We hope that his memay will live on ard that his deat will not be in vain, but rather
acafalyst for much neeckd change.

LawrernceOsleath wasatragic and serseless actthatis rootedin hate N anissue that our country must face
and changeif LGBTQ peaple areever truly going to be safe and free. We canno longer be silert while our
govermmert, schools, and communitiespromote hate and disregard peaple based upon sexual oriertation or
genderidertity & expression.

Countless teers are being bulliedin schools becatse school boards and administrators continue to foster an
environmert of bigotry. Pditicians creae and support laws that are not inclusive of sexual oriertation or
genderidertity & expression. Right-wing Conservative political and religious groups and churcheelspeakout
against the LGBTQ community creaing anatmosphereof hate ard ridicule. Y outh aregetting the mesage
thatthereis someting wrong with identifying asLGBTQ and thatit is acepal e to bully, hurt, or evenkill
otherswho idertify in this mamer. The suiciderate for LGBTQ teensisanegimatd 30%. Thisisa
staggering number. Our youth should not be getting the mesage that they are expendabe. We must get
involvedand proted this bigotry by fostering a climat of inclusion and accepgance. We must educate our
communitiesthatthe freedbm of genderidertity & expression and sexual idertity isaright of every
individual and that the actof expressing that freecbm should not equal alife of persecution, or evenworse, a
deah serterce.

It is The Certer ProjectOgoal to provide a safe space where LGBTQ youth cangather, attend educatonal
programming, acess resourcesand getinformation. We also believe very strongly in the importance of
providing resourcesand education to the community at large in hopesthat pegple will become more tolerart
of sexual idertity and genderidertity & expression. Our mission isto encourage regpect, safety, inclusion,
and compassion anong peagple of all sexual orientations and/or idertities The Certer Prgectexiststo foster
greaer underganding, visibility, support, and appreciation of the leshian, gay, bisexual, transgernder, queer,
guesgtioning, ard ally community (LGBTQQA) in mid-Missouri. The Certer Prgectpromotesunity by
providing educational outreach community activities aresource cernter, and avariety of support services

TCPencourageseveryone to getinvolvedin making our community more inclusive and tolerart. Letus
honor LawrenceOsemay by creaing change that canprevert this from happening again. We must take
action and make our voiceshead so that our youth do not feelthatit is necesary to threaten hurt, bully, or
kill another person N or themselvesN because of their sexual oriertation. These acts of violenceand hatred
simply will not be toleraed ary longer. We invite you to take a stand with us to era® the hate. Join usin the
fight for equality!
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